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FRIDAY, JUNE 27, 1919,

WHY COCONINO COUNTY |
POTATOES ARE FAMOUS

(By De Lore Nichols, County Agricul tural Agent of Coconino County.)

Potatoes have been grown in Coco-
nino county for a number of years,
but not until the last five years has
it been widely known as a potato dis-
trict. They were first grown near

. The particular district
first planted to potatoes is situated
just at the foot of the San Francisco
peaks on valley land sloping south-
ward, It was protected on either side
by abrupt mesas su ed by for-
ests of pine and altogether favorably
located for potato growing. Coconino
county is the second largest county in
the United States; it is situated in the
northern part of Arizona and extends

from central Arizona ucross the pai

Grand Canyon of the Colorado to the
Utah line. As a whole the country is
m.:gh and very broken. Much of the
1 is what might be called desert
with little vegetation. Such land,
however, is used for grazing in fall
and spring. The better farming and

ing land is confined to the higher
elevations, especially near the San

cisco mountains. The farming|
land is very scatterad, there being
about three hundred homesteaders in
the county.

The soil is of volcanic origin, is
rather coarse in texture and in many
laces is slightly acid in nature. It
lacking in humus and limestone.
Crops are grown at elevations be-
tween 6,500 and 8,500 feet. At these
higher points the annual rainfall is
about 24 inches. The season is very
short, but during the summer season
the crops grow very rapidly. On May
26, 1918, there was a severe frost
which froze potato vines in some)
fields to the ground. These potatoes
grew again, however, and produced 2|
iood crop. A frost came as early as
ugust 14 and 15, 1918, which froze
many potato plants, thus cutting down |
the yield. The period without frost
was, thereford] in some districts last
year, but 80 days, !

One feature of potato culture 1n!
this section is worthy of mention and)|
is peculiar to Coconino county. The
crops are first grown under dry-farm |
conditions. April, May, and June are
characterized by many windy days
with but little rain; consequently the
soil drys out rapidly. If the crops
are planted and are too far advanced
before the summer rains, which usu-
ally come about July 1, they are in
& weakened condition, have e a
small spindling growth and are too
far advanced toward maturity for the
rains to benefit them. On the other
hand, if the soil has been worked into
a good mulch on the surface to re-|
tain the moisture and the planting is
begun about May 1, the crops come
nicely. They develop a good root sys-
tem, but the tops grow slowly until|
the rains come, when they develop|
very rapidly.

The problem, then, is to get the

toes as well .as other crops over!
a period of about two months of dry
weather. |

to talk about seed selection, but they
practiced better selection of seed. At
this time conditions were favorable
for each farmer had plenty of tubers
due to a poor market for table stock
in the spring, from which to make
seed selection.

The Peachblow were fiven rigid se-
lection making it possible to have cer-
tified some s though this was not

-done in the fall of 1917, Other varie-

ties of white sorts were retained and
selected for quality. Among those
discarded were the old-time White
Star and Blue Victor.

The results of the potato seed cam-

gn were better varieties, fewer
varieties, and the treatment of seed
for 324 acres. Formerly no seed dip-
Bi:g against disease had been given.

ring the summer of 1918 over 1,600
acres were inspected by the county
agent in the field at blossoming time.
Records on the following were taken
where the fields were good: Variety,
percentage of mixture, diseases, condi-
tion, ete., and where the fields were
not up to standard no record was
taken.

The data was recorded on printed
blanks and a'permanent record kept
of the different fields. A further se-
lection was made in the fall of 1918,
and the same methods of 1917 were
repeated with good results,

‘otatoes were placed in the cellars
in the fall of 1918 which showed great
impmvegnent oVer previous Vears,
several instances the marketable size
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(By Albert A, Reagan.)

June 6 Mr, Sampson, of Gallup, was
here looking after his interests in the
trader’s store of A. Bradley, deceased,
at Bitterweed Water. He also spent
a few days at Kayenta,

W. H. Hughes, N. E. Miller and C.
A. Philips, :F San Luis Obispo county,
Cal., arrived at Kayenta June 8 on
| a sight-seeing and business trip rela-
[ tive to the purchase of cattle and the
|leasing of cattle range lands near
Bluff. Messrs, Miller and Philips re-
turned with the auto via Tuba City,
June 9, and Mr. Hughes continued the
trip on to Rluff, Utah, with the Indian
| team, leaving here June 11. Mr. Mil-
| ler has been an instructor in aviation
|in the U. 8, army. He said he would
|like & flying job over the Navajo

country.

Dick Dunaway, the U, 8. water
man, was here taking the government
pump’s temperature and pulse beats
| the middle of the week.
| June 10 Mrs, John Straus, Julian

Buckbee and daughter, Harriett, and
IHrﬁ. A. B. Reagan left in the lumber
wagon for Tuba City to attend the
closing exercises at the Indian school,
{ held there on the 18th—a distance of
: 80 miles. |

Ben Wetheril and Mr, Middleton re-
turned June 10 and in company with
Sister Wetheril they proceeded on to
‘Oljato to look after their extensive
| cattle interests there on June 12. On
| the same day Mr. Rosink, the
'ment veterinary, retuimed from Oljato
examined over 225
| horses in a period of four days, thus|

L L

NINO SUN Page
ENTHUSIASTIC SUPPORTER BIG MAGAZINE
OF FARM ORGANIZATION OF ;f%z'bsun RANCH hlc from solid tires to Goodyesr

J. F. Jarrell, assistant manager of
the agricultural section, U. S. rail-
way administration of Albuquerqu
was in Flagstaff last Saturday to at-
tend the meeting of

Farm Bureau.

C{:aun.tgj-l

an enthusiastic
izations and in
versation said:

“California is the begt
ong the farmers
t as much as has been said
of Arkansas, that state comes second
in farmer organizations. They have
gmall local organizations and instead

states
Union;

A story which should be of icu-
lar interest to motorists of this see-

tion appears in the Country Gentle-

the ino Man of May 24. The story depicts the

Mr. Jarrell is saving which has been effected in

{the operation of a huge truck on the

| Bar-T-Bar ranch, owned by J. H, Bar-

urfmlm“bwr. at Payson, Arizona, by switch
n the

e,

resilient solid tires. meﬁully all
the large operators of truck in our
state now are using Goodyear Cords,
and the inereased mileage and life of
the trucks are surprising.

booster of farm organ- |
the course of his con-

of selling their product for what they .

can get locally as they used
| their product and
it to market in carload lots and by
properly handling it, secure the high- |
est market prices for it.

they now

farmer has

of all businesses to get together and
organize, but they are doing it all over
the country now, and I am glad to!
see that there seems to be a good live |

farmer's or

ganizers will never regret the work
| they put in this way, for it will bring
wonderful results.”

to do,!

This is the season for

Tents, Tarps, Camp
Chairs, Stoves and all

I know the.
n the hardest element

ization here. The or-

Automobile Camp
Accessories

HE

“Why do you always have your
photograph taken in a hard-boiled

shirt?"

“I use the white expanse of shirt|
vern- | front to inscribe my autograph on,”
explained the celebrity, “and you can’t

write on a soft

[uf 1919 is being planted from seed

| treated by the growers in 1018, 1,075

were sold from the undesirable fields | breaking the year's record.
and the smaller sizes were left on the olicemen and interpreters are here ||
ground to freeze with no attempt at Trom Tuba City for the purpose of ap-
saving such undesirable seed. Others  Pointing a policeman for this section.
sold the small seed for hog feed. By It is reported that at a recent col-

these methods the farmers were rid- meeting the Navaj ted to sdont|
i 1 : ¢ Navajos vo adop
; ing themselves of the undesirable a double barred flag with colors gray |

yRee- and
Seed potatoes that weré sold last Tose, ]
winter by the farmers, were very It is reported that one of onr citi- | g

much better selected than heretofore, Z€N% is planning a trip to Utah i“| Ay
In every case where the farmer sold the near future. | B8

direct, the seed was hand selected,! John Wetheril and wife and Floteh- |

This will undoubtedly open a larger
market for our seed for the coming
vear. Buyers now know that they can
depend on fairly good selection and a
nﬂuaw deal iFf‘ the product is put out’
;anuflre t]!-“:nnag:r;?:i;:'t i’:‘ '&;;: June 14. Dr. Rosink and Tohn Straus‘l
the lead with the county agent in the Teturned to Tuba City with them the |
potato improvement work. The crop| €Vening of the 15‘1“ J

MOUNTAIN LION PLENTIFUL |
IN MAZATZAL MOUNTAINS|

marines. returned from an extended
trip outside.

ley. Larry Quentin and Geo. Weaver, |
of Flagstaff were here on business on

which has passed at least two vears)
critieal inspection. The best seed was |
placed in a class by itself and the|
entire seed erop of 1920 will be select?
ed from this class. The poorer class
will be discarded entirely.
From a -beginning of 324

on the Tonto Forest Reserve in Ma-|
zatzal range in the western edge of
Maricopa county, says the mountainl
lions h.ave] been worse k:‘: thalt s?ctl;g I
: o than usual, some stockmen losing
‘Rt f;':;’":? per cent of the young calves and colt:.
One old lion has ranged there for|
more than a year and he kills a ulf!
about every other day.
Mr, Cline has just rounded up and
sold his yearling steers that weighed
about 5560 pounds, at 7% cents u

acres

acres have heen treated
sublimate this spring.
writing this the county agent is re-'
ceiving constant ecalls at the office for
information on the method of treat-
ment. Seed treatment has been prof-
itable, One farm gave at dieging time
68% per cent marketable from treat-

|lection of delegates at a business|E

er Corrigan. formerly of the U. 8 | &

Chauffeur H. B. White, John Ker—! =

Tom Cline, who pastures his cattle | :

<

EXPLAINS

‘W. H. SWITZER

PHONE 94

shirt.”

In the fall of 1917, when the agri- ed seed, while the untreated produced
cultural agent reached the county 50 ver cent. Every acre from treated
there were some three thousand acres geed prdouced more tubers which had
devoted to pout'o growing. Many of ;cluner skin, hetter quality, better
the fields were’in a pitiful mixture| color and greater attractiveness, [
of weeds and potatoes, as “cowboy| With field inspections this summer
farming” made no provision for culti-| to further eliminate disease and vari-
vation. (An explanation of “cowboy etal mixture, a larger percentage of
farming” is to plant the crops in the | the crop will be possible for certifica-
spring and return in the fall for the tion for seed. The Peachblow variety

pound. The bunch brought over Ml;
a

The ‘rlnge is exceedingly good ani
more stock would do well if per-
mitted

As it is the number must not be
increased so steers are sold at yearn-
lings. These go to Colorado for pas-
ture and later to be fed out for mar-
ket. Mr. Cline gathered & bunch of

harvest.) The varieties in the fields
had become badly mixed. Very little
selection had been made so far as
eould be judged. A few barrels of
Early Ohios had been shipped in about
five years previous. Among this
seed must have been some of the
Peachblow variety. The latter variety
being rounder in shape and smooth

was chosen for seed by the fnmera.lyur

In this way they unconsciously chang-
ed over their fields from Early Ohio
to Peachblow, and is doing so wed
over to a higher {Ielding nric-lx. The
original Early Ohio potato had been
awarded first prize at the Arizona
State fair for the first two years un{
der this name and by a competent
ge. It was difficult to demonstrate
growers that this common round
red variety they were growing was
Peachblow instead of Early Ohio.

The red variety had been marketed
under the name of “Coconino Red.”

Other fields were made up of a mix-
tule of white varieties, e agricul-
tural agent set about to eliminate the
inferior sorts. At digging time it
:;u very notimh;:a}:::t menr;L v:;:d

es were r TS, TO i
undesirable m our conditions, Thet
big problem was to make a better
selection and rid the farmers of seed
mixtures and to discard entirely the
poor varieties.

Work was done at once to encour-
age the growers in the selection of
seed, both by the hill-selection meth-
od and in the cellar. On several farms|
a man was designated to follow the
digger and when a hill came
over the elevator, the nrohtoeq
were retained for seed. s seed
gave splendid results the following!

summer.

It was inteersting to note tha*
where hill-selected seeds were planted
bym“‘d:fyﬂ:?fma;cﬁh.iﬁ n com-
seed gave about [ per cent stand
while the others gave onl ubwtt:‘lo

por;:nt. It“t. at least begun
an rovemen
in ﬂw’flﬂ of 1017,
Du the following winter and
spring the farmers mot only began

in in some fields already 99 per cent
free from warietal Mixtores. Irish
Cobbles are also about 99 per cent
pure. and some of the other varieties
are in the same class, These are two
of the leading varieties for at
present. The aim of the county is to
produce nothing short of 3,000 acres
of certified seed for the following

vertising seed potatoes treated and
selected. This means that the farm-
ers stand for quality and they intend
to live up to it.

In conclusion, it iz hoped that Ari-
zona, California. and New Mexicn po-
tato planters will realize that Coco-
nino county is a potato distriet where
seed stands for qualitv. California
growers should look to this county for
seed. Some of the varieties now
grown here are the kinds in demand
in Southern California and Arizona,

Other varieties popular in Southern and dresdn

California may be imported from Cali-
fornia and grown here for seed to
suppnly the planters in the warmer,
earlv notato districts. Coconina pota-
tn fields among the piaes on the cool
elevated slones of the San Francisco
Peaks mav be counted upon to pro-
duee seed tubers of high quality.
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CHINA'S DEFECTIVE
COMMUNICATIONS SHOWN

No country in the world has such a
defective system of communication as
that of CQ:E\].“ I.lc-omtrloefﬂ:inl .tnid yrer:u
telegrams which are mport-
ance are delayed every while the
so-called first-class telegrams, which
are really of no importance at all, tax
the lines to their utlost ty.
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The local Farm Burean is now ad-|

fat, barren c';ws for which he hopes

to ,lqlut B ecen

! e range fees have been raised to

one dollar a head, but even at this
are well.

Mr. Cline says ranges will be good
all season as the early rains have
brought ample brouse. the principal
|feed in that section.—Phoenix Mes-
| Benger. *

PACIFIC FLEET TO
BE DISTINCT UNIT

Onrders making effective the pro-
posed division of the United States
naval forces into two fleets of equal
strength, one to be called the Atlantic
and the other the Pacific fleet, have

Admiral Henry B.
mand the Atlantic and Admiral Hugh
Rodman the Pacific fleet.

Each of the two fleets will be com-
prised of four divisions of battleships
aughts, two divisions of
cruisers, eighteen divisions of destroy-
ers, three divisions of submarines and
two divisions of mine layers.

Supply, repair, fuel and hospital
ships, tugs and other auxiliaries will
be equally divided between the two
fleets. the Pacific fleet hereto-
fore has consisted of only a few
tleships and some armored and light
cruisers and destroyers, docking facil-
ities and naval bases on the Pacific

coast probably will have to be greatly
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Would we have been victorious
in our great war without money to
back the boys? Never! We were
smart---the richest nation in the
world---and why? Becausewesaved
for a rainy day---we had the money
ready.

Surely all of us are striving for
success in this world but none can
expect to achieve it by letting the
future take care of itself. Save
now and the future is made. Save
till it pinches---you will never have
cause to regret it.

Open an account with a bank of
strength and reliability. A bank
that appreciates your business and
handles it accordingly. We solicit
your account on that basis.

The Arizona Ceniral Bank

. Capital, Surplus and Profits $325,000

Enjoy Your Meals, Madam
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Commercial Hotel Cafe

CHAS. PROCHNOW, Prop.




